
Daily Advent Reflections
Again this year, St. Mary of the Annunciation 
parishioner and Yale-trained biblical scholar Betsy 
Cahill will be offering daily Advent reflections by email. 
These brief meditations are accompanied by a prayer, a 
link to the day’s readings, and a musical offering.  Many 
of our parishioners have enjoyed these over the years. 
There is no cost to subscribe, email addresses are not 
shared, and you may unsubscribe at any time.

The reflections will begin on the first Sunday of Advent, 
November 30, and will conclude on Christmas Eve. To 
sign up, click here: http://eepurl.com/gj22CH, or go to 
betsycahill.com and fill out the form on the website.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Betsy at 
betsy@betsycahill.com.  

At a busy time of year, it is our hope that these small 
offerings will help you ready your homes and your 
hearts for the coming of the Christ Child.

Saint Mary of the Annunciation

Mass Intentions
If you would like a Mass offered for a special intention, please 
contact the Parish Office at office@sma.church.  

+Indicates Deceased+

Saturday, December 13
8:00 a.m.: Priest Intentions
5:00 p.m.:  +Ken Diaz Sr. +

Sunday, December 14
The Third Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m.: Pro Populo

Monday, December 15
No Morning Mass

Tuesday, December 16
8:00 a.m.:  Bonnie Hartnett

Wednesday, December 17
8:00 a.m.:  +Nancy Morrow+

Thursday, December 18
8:00 a.m.:  Priest Intentions

Friday, December 19
8:00 a.m.:  Parishioners of St. Mary’s

Saturday, December 20
8:00 a.m.: 
5:00 p.m.:  John Thom

The Third Sunday of Advent

Parking Code
For free parking in the city garage during Sunday Mass, 
please scan this barcode at the parking kiosk.

December 14, 2025: The Third Sunday of Advent

Parish News

Christmas and New Year’s Masses
Christmas Eve:   December 24th :
  4:00 p.m.

       10:00 p.m. with choir, brass and string quartet
                  Prelude begins at 9:45 p.m. 
Christmas Day:   December 25th:  9:30 a.m.

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God

Holy Day of Obligation:  

December 31st:  7:30 p.m.       January 1st:   9:30 a.m.

2025 Angel Tree
The 2025 Angel Tree is now available in the Parish 
Hall. This year's gifts are to benefit the Charleston 
Catholic School as they prepare for a new three-year 
kindergarten classroom. To participate, take a tag off 
the tree and return the unwrapped gift no later than 
December 21st. Alternatively, take a tag and scan the 
QR code to purchase gifts digitally. Thank you for your 
support of our Catholic school!

.

Children’s Christmas Program
This year's Children's Gift to the Parish Christmas 
program will be held on Christmas Eve. We will begin 
with a Rosary at 3:00, followed by the program at 3:15. 
Those wishing to participate can attend faith formation 
classes on 12/7 and 12/14 to be assigned a role.

Counters Urgently Needed 
The parish continues to need additional counting 
teams for the Offertory Collection count, even with 
two recent volunteers.  Typically, 2 ½ hours per week 
is needed to count and reconcile the offerings.  Right 
now, the Counting Team members work every other 
Monday (Tuesdays after a holiday). Adding teams 
could reduce this workload and keep this important 
ministry viable for all the volunteers.   For more 
information, and to volunteer, please call the Parish 
Office at 843.722.7696 or via email at 
office@sma.church.

http://eepurl.com/gj22CH
http://eepurl.com/gj22CH
http://eepurl.com/gj22CH
http://eepurl.com/gj22CH
http://eepurl.com/gj22CH
http://eepurl.com/gj22CH
http://eepurl.com/gj22CH
http://betsycahill.com/
http://betsycahill.com/
http://betsycahill.com/
mailto:betsy@betsycahill.com
mailto:betsy@betsycahill.com
mailto:betsy@betsycahill.com
mailto:office@sma.church
mailto:office@sma.church
mailto:office@sma.church
office@sma.church
office@sma.church
office@sma.church


Charleston Catholic School thanks you for your incredible support during the #iGiveCatholic Giving Day! 
Through your generosity, we raised over $30,000. Because of you, we will be able to enhance campus security with 
additional cameras and make important improvements to our Media Center and playground.  We are truly grateful 
for your commitment to our community!

.

.

Ministry Schedule

Saint Mary of the Annunciation

Notes of Interest

Christmas at Sea: Please help the Stella Maris Seafarers Ministry and the Charleston Port and Seafarers’ Society 
give a little Christmas cheer to the crews of the cargo ships that call in our port. Boxes and instructions are available 
in the Parish Hall. Please return the wrapped (no bows, please; they make it difficult to stack and transport the 
boxes on board the ships) gift boxes to the Parish Hall and they will be brought out to the terminals for distribution 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas. For more information, call or text Deacon Paul at 843 822-3572 or e-mail him 
at paul.rosenblum@stellamarismail.org. Thank you for all your past help and your continued participation. Our 
Lady, Stella Maris, pray for us 

The Women’s Emmaus Group of the Low Country is excited to announce the date for our upcoming 
retreat February 20-22, 2026 at Coastal Retreat Center on Isle of Palms. The main theme of the retreat is to discover or 
rediscover Jesus in our lives, and the importance of women ministering to women. It is a time to renew and deepen 
our relationship with Jesus. We ask that you spend some time in prayer over the holidays to discern if you are being 
called to attend. The registration will open on January 5, 2026 at 7:00 a.m. Feel free to contact us with any questions 
at lowcounrtyladiesemmaus@gmail.com.
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St. Vincent de Paul Peninsula Conference gives thanks for the generosity of our parishioners enabling us to 
help families during the month of November. In addition, we were able to distribute 25 complete Thanksgiving 
dinners for 25 of our neighbors this year, thanks to the generosity of one of our parishioners partnering with Halls 
Chophouse.

Rent         $   5,063.16       14 families
          Electricity       8,961.83      36 families
                    Water              95.45       1 family
                    Food           12 families

TOTALS     $ 14,120.44       63 families

Our phone number is 843-727-1577; if you know someone who needs help from our ministry.  Please continue to 
keep our ministry in your prayers.

.
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Contact Information
Very Rev. C. Thomas Miles KHS, MCL, JCL, 
Judicial Vicar, Pastor
843-261-0453   tmiles@charlestondiocese.org

Deacon Paul Rosenblum  
843.822.3572   deacon@sma.church

Larry Long     Organist/Choir Master:  
843.813.3631   music@sma.church

Brooke Wood - Executive Administrative Assistant
843.722.7696     bwood@charlestondiocese.org

Joan Smith     Parish  Secretary
843.722.7696   office@sma.church

Ryan Altenbach   Youth Minister and Director of
                               Religious Education
843.722.7696    altenbach@charlestondiocese.org

After Hours Emergency Number: 

843.261.0453

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
For help with food, electric & water bills, medical & 

prescription costs, rent, transportation, and clothing.
843.727.1577

On-Line Giving
Giving online is easy and allows you to schedule 
contributions and view your complete online giving 
history. To do so, visit: sma.church/online-
giving.html.

Recently, we have received notices from Vanco, our 
online giving provider, detailing declined 
transactions because of card expiration, invalid card 
number or the card issuer declining the transaction. 
Please review your recent donations for accuracy. 
Thank you for your generosity in supporting our 
Church through on-line giving.

To learn more and to pledge or donate on-line, 
please visit www.sma.church and click on the 
“Bicentennial Campaign.” Thank you to all who 
have made pledges. You have helped make all this 
possible.

Saint Mary of the Annunciation, pray for us!
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Housebound?
Going into the Hospital? 

If you or your loved one would like to receive the 
Anointing of the Sick or Holy Eucharist, please contact 
Father Thomas Miles at 843-261-0453. Your contact is the 
only way we will know you are in need.

Offertory Report Second Collection
The Second Collection for this week supports the 
Retirement Fund for Religious, providing financial support 
for the men and women religious. Since religious work for 
little to no salary, they do not have sufficient retirement 
savings. For giving their lives to the Church, we offer 
support in gratitude for their service. 

The Second Collection for next week is to support our 
Building and Renovation initiative to restore our historic 
church and other buildings on our campus. 

Thank you for your support of the Second Collection.

.

Catholic Appeal for South Carolina
By answering Christ’s Call to carry forth His mission and 
be good stewards, supporters of the Catholic Appeal are 
lighting the way for our Church to remain ever-present 
across South Carolina. Thanks to your generosity, the goal 
for St. Mary’s has been exceeded; and yet there is still time 
to increase participation, keeping in mind that the parish 
retains 50% of the funds over the goal.

Bicentennial Campaign
Total Raised:   $ 3,083,025.19
Current Amount Collected: $ 3,072,653.34
Fulfillment Rate:         99%
Still To Be Collected:  $      10,371.85
Number of Donors:   176

December 14, 2025: The Third Sunday of Advent

mailto:tmiles@charlestondiocese.org
mailto:deacon%40sma.church?subject=
mailto:music%40sma.church?subject=
mailto:bwood@charlestondiocese.org
mailto:Pastor%40sma.church?subject=
mailto:altenbach@charlestondiocese.org

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3

