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Stained Glass Works in Saint Mary  

of the Annunciation 

<<Short Version, 31 August 2022>> 

Saint Mary of the Annunciation Roman Catholic Church contains thirty three 

historic stained-glass windows that are beautiful examples of the artistry of 

nineteenth and twentieth-century religious glass-making.  Some windows depict 

people and episodes in New Testament and church history.  Others contain 

symbols important to Catholic theology and ecclesiology.  A few are abstract 

patterns representative of nineteenth-century decorative designs.   

Saint Mary’s windows were acquired and installed in two different eras.  

Twenty five windows were acquired in 1896 and eight more in 1928.   Church 

renovations in 1905 and 1928 required moving some of the windows from their 

original locations, as was the case with some of Cesare Porta’s 1895 murals. 

Both sets of windows were created by the same manufacturer, Franz Mayer 

and Company, of Munich, Germany.  They were shipped to Charleston and 

installed by local contractors or representatives of the Mayer Company.    Founded 

in 1847, Mayer and Company began creating stained-glass windows in 1860 in 

what was called the “Munich Style” of religious art.  Images were taken from Old 
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Masters paintings and from the “Nazarene” artistic style that Cesare Porta used in 

his Twelve Apostles murals. 

Saint Mary’s 1928 windows are stylistically more medieval and Gothic in 

their imagery than the 1896 windows.  Highly-colored and heavier in appearance 

and weight, they required more internal supports to keep them intact.  In addition 

to stylistic differences, the number and shapes of these supports distinguish the 

1928 windows from the 1896 ones.  Mayer and Company also supplied stained-

glass windows—some of which are unique— that adorn Charleston’s Cathedral of 

Saint John the Baptist.     

   The 1896 Windows 

Six stained-glass windows beneath the balcony and in the side-aisles of the nave 

depict scenes from the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  These windows were 

installed in time for the March 25, 1896, re-dedication of the sanctuary.  The six 

Blessed Virgin windows are as follow:    

1) The Annunciation by Angel Gabriel that Mary would conceive and give 

birth to Jesus Christ   

2) The Visit of the Blessed Virgin and Infant Jesus to Mary’s mother, Saint 

Anne 

3) The Adoration of the Holy Family 
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4) Presentation of Infant Jesus in the Temple, a Jewish ceremony forty days 

after a child’s birth 

5) Young Jesus with the Elders in the Temple 

6) The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin  

Thirteen ornamental and symbolic clerestory windows on balcony/choir loft 

level of nave are among Mayer and Company’s original twenty five windows.  

Starting clockwise from the Sacred Heart of Jesus side-altar (right side facing the 

sanctuary), they are: 

1) Sacred Heart of Jesus 

2) Agnus Dei, the Lamb of God   

3) Crown with IHS (Jesus) monogram 

4) Grapes to commemorate the Eucharistic Blood of Christ 

5) Ladder, spear, sponge to commemorate the Passion of Christ  

6) Abstract ornamental pattern, a bull’s-eye window behind the organ loft 

7) Abstract ornamental pattern, a cathedral window behind the organ loft 

8) Abstract ornamental pattern, another bull’s-eye window behind the organ 

loft 
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9) Pillar and scourge, instruments of the Passion of Christ 

10) IHS (Jesus) monogram and Eucharistic chalice 

11) Crown and AMR (Ancillae Mariae Reginae) monogram.  The AMR 

monogram is translated as Servants of Queen Mary 

12) Anchor and rope, a symbol of the virtue of hope 

13) Sacred Heart of Mary 

Sacristy Windows 

The present work sacristy was likely added to the building during the 1928 

sanctuary renovation.  That renovation made possible the inclusion of eight 

stained-glass windows within the church’s nave and shifting windows into the new 

sacristy.  This sacristy is lit by four stained-glass windows.  The kindergarten side 

of the sacristy contains two rectangular ornamental windows that correspond in 

pattern and construction method found in the ornamental clerestory windows.  The 

other side of the sacristy contains two windows.  One of them is a figurative image 

that depicts the Sacred Heart of Jesus; the other depicts the Sacred Heart of Mary 

pierced by a sword.   

The subjects and construction methods of these four windows reveal that 

they were among the 1896 acquisitions.  It should be surmised that they had 
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originally been installed in the walls adjacent to the locations of the pre-1905 side-

altars.  They were likely moved into the new sacristy circa 1928 when the eight 

Mayer and Company windows were installed in the side-altar chancels.   

  The 1928 Side-Altar Windows 

Eight more Franz Mayer and Company windows were acquired in 1928 These 

windows were installed by Hieronymus Beck, a company employee, in the side-

altar chancels created during the 1905 renovation.  Six of them are installed within 

the side-altar chancels and two are installed in the walls immediately adjacent to 

them.    

Four windows are installed in or adjacent to the chancel that contains the 

Blessed Virgin Mary side-altar.  They are as follows:   

1) Holy Orders 

2) The Nativity of Jesus Christ  

3) Saint Joseph in Glory  

4) Saint Anthony’s Apparition  

The four 1928 windows in the Sacred Heart of Jesus side-altar chancel are as 

follows:  

1) Saint Charles of Flanders  
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2) The Death of Saint Joseph 

3) The Espousal of the Blessed Virgin and Saint Joseph  

4) Saint Anthony Healing the Sick  

    Vestibule Windows 

Four ornamental stained-glass panels are installed in the vestibule/narthex of the 

church:  two vertical panels in the doors to the nave and two transom lights over 

the side-door entrances to the vestibule.  The date of their installation is uncertain 

but their style and construction methods of these windows suggest that they may 

date from 1928.  The windows are signed, “F. Mayer, New York City.”  

Alexander Moore 

1 September 2022 

   

 

 


