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Stained Glass Works in Saint Mary  

of the Annunciation 

<<Long version, 10 September 2022>> 

Saint Mary of the Annunciation Catholic Church contains thirty three historic 

stained-glass windows that are examples of the artistry of nineteenth and twentieth-

century religious glass-making.  Some of the windows depict people and episodes 

in New Testament and Catholic Church history.  Others contain symbolic 

representations of themes in Roman Catholic theology and ecclesiology.  A few are 

abstract patterns representative of nineteenth-century decorative designs.   

Saint Mary’s windows were acquired and installed in two eras of the 

church’s history. Twenty five windows were commissioned and installed in 1896 

and eight more were acquired in 1928.1   Church renovations in 1905 and 1928 

required moving some of the windows from their original locations, as was the 

case with some of Cesare Porta’s 1895 murals.2 

Both sets of windows were created by the same manufacturer, Franz Mayer 

and Company, of Munich, Germany.3  They were shipped to Charleston and 

installed by local contractors or representatives of the Mayer Company.  The 

company was founded in 1847 to manufacture liturgical objects.  In 1860 it began 

creating stained-glass windows in what was called the “Munich Style” of religious 



2 
 

art.  The Munich Style is Romantic in its sensibility and employed light colors, 

luminous textures, and simple lines to delineate their subjects.  Images were taken 

from Old Masters paintings and from the contemporaneous “Nazarene” style 

paintings and frescoes of Johann Friedrich Overbeck and Peter Von Cornelius that 

Cesare Porta had also adopted to create his Twelve Apostles murals.  In 1888 the 

company established a branch in New York City and began to supply American 

churches with stained-glass windows. 

In addition to the Saint Mary’s windows, Mayer and Company supplied 

stained-glass windows—some of which are unique— that were installed in 

Charleston’s Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist during its reconstruction at the 

start of the twentieth century.  Mayer and Company is still in business in Munich, 

having been rebuilt from the World War II devastation of the city and its 

industries.  The most recent Mayer and Company window in Charleston was 

installed in the nave of Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church in 1966.   

Saint Mary’s 1928 windows are stylistically more medieval and Gothic in 

their imagery than the 1896 windows.  Highly-colored and more complex in their 

manufacture, they are heavier in appearance and actual weight and, therefore, 

require more internal supports to keep them intact.  The number and configurations 

of these supports provide another way to distinguish the 1896 windows from the 

1928 ones.          
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The 1896 Windows 

Six stained-glass windows beneath the balcony and in the side-aisles of the nave 

depict scenes from the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  These windows were 

installed in time for the March 25, 1896, re-dedication of the sanctuary.  Reverend 

Thomas F. Hopkins, the pastor who supervised the 1895-96 remodeling of the 

church, published an account of expenses for the 1896 renovation that listed the 

cost of the twenty five windows to have been $2,725, an amount that equated to 

nearly ninety-five thousand dollars in 2022 currency.4  The six Blessed Virgin 

windows are as follow:    

1) The Annunciation by Angel Gabriel that Mary would conceive and give 

birth to Jesus Christ.  A gift of Henry A. Heiser. 

2) The Visit of the Blessed Virgin and Infant Jesus to Mary’s mother, Saint 

Anne.  A gift of William. F. Barnegan. 

3) Adoration of the Holy Family. A gift of S. Johnston 

4) The Presentation of Infant Jesus in the Temple, a Jewish ceremony forty 

days after a child’s birth.  A gift in memory of Cornelius T. Flynn. 

5) Young Jesus among the Temple Elders.  A gift of Fritz Mollenhauer. 
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6) The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin.  A gift in memory of Dr. George 

Washington Aimar.   

Thirteen ornamental and symbolic clerestory windows on balcony/choir loft 

level of nave are among the twenty five windows that Mayer and Company created 

in 1895.  Starting clockwise from the Sacred Heart of Jesus side-altar (right side 

facing the sanctuary), they are: 

1) Sacred Heart of Jesus. A gift of Robert Martin. 

2) Agnus Dei, the Lamb of God. A gift in memory of Mr. & Mrs. F.D. 

Picault. 

3) Crown with IHS (Jesus) monogram.  A gift of F.H. Warren. 

4) Grapes to commemorate the Eucharistic Blood of Christ. A gift in 

memory of Clara DuPont. 

5) Ladder, spear, sponge, symbols of the Passion of Christ. A gift in memory 

of Mrs. B. Ponard. 

6) Abstract ornamental bull’s-eye window is in the wall behind the organ 

loft. A gift of Margaret P. Dunn. 

7) Abstract ornamental pattern. This cathedral window is in the wall behind 

the organ loft.  It bears no inscription or dedication. 
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8) A second abstract ornamental bull’s-eye window is in the wall behind the 

organ loft.  A gift of Daniel Maguire. 

9) Pillar and scourge, instruments of the Passion of Christ.  A gift of C.E. 

Boulineau. 

10) IHS (Jesus) monogram and Eucharistic chalice. A gift in memory of T.S. 

O’Brien. 

11) Crown and AMR (Ancillae Mariae Reginae) monogram.  The AMR 

monogram is translated as Servants of Queen Mary.  A gift in memory of 

Gustavus Follin. 

12) Anchor and rope, a symbol of the virtue of hope. A gift of Thomas O’B. 

McLoy. 

13) Sacred Heart of Mary.  A gift in memory of J. Augustus De Brux. 

Sacristy Windows 

During the 1925‒28 renovation a work sacristy was added to the rear of the church 

building.5  The original sacristy, which flanked both sides of the sanctuary, was 

transformed into recessed side-altar chancels that accommodated the 1905 side-

altars.  With the flanking sacristy put to a different use, the 1920s-era renovators 

built an addition to the rear of the church that now houses the sacristy, 
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kindergarten, and restroom.  The remodeling of the old sacristy made possible the 

installation of the eight “new” Franz Mayer Company windows, and construction 

of the new sacristy provided space for four of the 1896 windows to find new 

homes.  The present sacristy is lit by four stained-glass windows that had been part 

of the twenty five Mayer and Company windows commissioned and installed in 

1895.  The kindergarten side of the sacristy contains two rectangular ornamental 

windows that correspond in pattern and construction method to the ornamental 

clerestory windows.  The other side of the sacristy contains a rectangular stained-

glass figurative image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus that was a gift of the League of 

the Sacred Heart and a second rectangular stained glass-window that depicts the 

Sacred Heart of Mary pierced by a sword.  This window had been donated in 

memory of John S. Sullivan.  The subjects of these windows and their construction 

methods reveal that they were among the 1896 acquisitions.   

Because of their subjects, it may be surmised that they had originally been 

installed in the nave of the church in the walls adjacent to the locations of the pre-

1905 side-altars.  They were likely moved into the new sacristy sometime around 

1928 when the eight Mayer and Company windows were installed in the side-altar 

chancels.  While undertaking a stained-glass conservation assessment, Julie L 

Sloan, of McKernan Satterlee Associates, Inc., of Brewster, NY, stated that these 

four sacristy windows had been part of the 1896 installation and had been moved 
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to their present location when the twentieth-century sacristy was built.  Her 

assessment provided information respecting stylistic features and construction 

techniques that helped to differentiate 1896 from 1929 windows.6  

Two cathedral windows are found in the attic behind the sanctuary.  They 

are at present simple wood-frame clear-glass windows without any illustrations 

that were installed in poorly-redesigned casements.   These fenestrations originally 

conformed in size to the ornamental 1896 ornamental windows installed 

throughout the clerestory level.  Addition of these fenestrations to the twenty three 

known 1896 windows brings that total to twenty five, the number of windows 

ordered from Mayer and Company in 1896 and paid for through parishioner 

donations and church funds.  What sort of stained-glass windows had been 

installed in those two places are not known.  Perhaps two stained-glass windows 

that date from 1896 await rediscovery within the precincts of Saint Mary’s Church.  

  The 1928 Side-Altar Windows 

Eight more Franz Mayer and Company windows were acquired in 1928 and were 

installed by Hieronymus Beck, a company employee, in the side-altar chancels 

built during the extensive 1925‒28 renovation that resulted in the construction of a 

new sacristy and relocation of the side-altars.7  Six of them are installed within the 

side-altar chancels and two are installed in the walls immediately adjacent to them.   
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Each bears an inscription designating the donor or the person honored by the 

donor.   

Four windows are installed in or adjacent to the chancel that contains the 

Blessed Virgin Mary side-altar.  They are as follows:   

1) Holy Orders.  The origin of this image is unknown. 

2) The Nativity of Jesus Christ is a copy of the mystery window of the 

Cathedral of Notre Dame, Chartres, France.  It was a gift of William C. 

Kennerty and his family.  

3) Saint Joseph in Glory was copied from a window in the mortuary chapel 

of Cathedral of Our Lady of Laon, Hauts-de-France, France.  The window is 

dedicated to Edward W. Wynne. 

4) Saint Anthony’s Apparition was copied from the treasury chapel of the Il 

Santo Basilica, Padua, Italy.  This window was erected by Mr. and Mrs. 

William Berry and Mrs. Susie J. Bucheit of Florence, SC, in memory of their 

parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Stackley. 

The four 1928 windows in the Sacred Heart of Jesus side-altar chancel are as 

follows:  
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1) Saint Charles of Flanders (Charles the Good) giving alms to the poor, 

possibly copied from the Saint Savior’s Cathedral, Bruges, Belgium. In 

memory of Adele Mathewes Hertz 

2) Death of Saint Joseph, copied from an unknown original.  In memory of 

Francis Charles Clark, M.D.  

3) Espousal of the Blessed Virgin and Saint Joseph is placed directly below 

the window of Saint Charles. It was a gift in memory of John Anderson 

Hertz. 

4) Saint Anthony Healing the Sick is immediately outside of the side-altar 

chancel.  It was donated in memory of Albert & Mary Ellen Sottile. 

    Vestibule Windows 

Four ornamental stained-glass panels are installed in the vestibule/narthex of the 

church:  two vertical panels in the doors to the nave and two transom lights over 

the side-door entrances to the vestibule.  These four windows are not included in 

the traditional total number of stained-glass windows—thirty three (33)—ascribed 

to Saint Mary’s Church.  The date of their installation is uncertain.  The style and 

construction methods of these windows suggest that they may date from 1896 but 

the “F. Mayer, New York City” signature on them suggests that they date from the 

1928 installation.  
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   Dedications and Donations 

In addition to the beauty and instructional value that Saint Mary’s stained-glass 

windows add to the sanctity of the building and its legacy as the Mother Church of 

Catholicism in South Carolina, the windows are testaments and, indeed, historical 

documents that record the personal and family names of generations of noteworthy 

church members.  Among these are the Kennerty, Sottile, DeBrux, Follin, Aimar, 

and other families.  The designs of nearly every window, whether of 1896 or 1928, 

contains a dedication either to an individual or a family.  Donors’ biographies can 

help to add new dimensions to the history of the church and its many adornments.   

Alexander Moore 

September 10, 2022 
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