
Parish News 
 

Mass Intentions
If you would like a Mass offered for a special 
intention, please contact the Parish Office at 
office@sma.church.

Saturday, March 9
Optional Memorial of St. Frances of Rome, 
Religious
8:00am:  +Kathleen Blanchard+
5:00pm:  Margaret Haygood
Sunday, March 10
The Third Sunday in Lent
9:00am: Pro Populo
Monday, March 11
Lenten Weekday
8:00am:  +Dooley Fava+
Tuesday, March 12
Lenten Weekday
8:00am:  +Kathleen Blanchard+
Wednesday, March 13
Lenten Weekday
8:00am:  Priest’s Intention
Thursday, March 14
Lenten Weekday
8:00am: Priest’s Intention
Friday, March 15
Lenten Weekday
8:00am: Priest’s Intention 
Saturday, March 16
Lenten Weekday
8:00am:  +Kathleen Blanchard+
5:00pm:  The Hay Family
+denotes the person is deceased+

To add someone to the prayer list, email the person's name to 
office@sma.church.

Saint Mary of the Annunciation

The Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday)

Please Pray for:
Alice

Clayton
DBF

Regina
D. Carter

Robin Dagostino
John Devane

Steve Donaldson
C. Evans

David Kerr
Paul Madden

Nancy S.
Joe Neuhoff, Jr
Keith Preston

Richard Redican
Diane P.

Janet Mogolnicki
Joan Bowie

Eleanor Alter
Nicole Carey

Maggie

Caleb Marshall
Steve McLaughlin

Robin Mahal
Michael Moore

Robin Ann Parker
Sydney Reddick
John Rowland

David Shah
Joe Ward

Carole White
Chloe

Marvin H.
Val Preston

Norma Nance
Carter Naile

Laura Fontaine
Nick Digangi

James Darby Parker
Mark E.

Carson Parker

Holy Week Schedule
March 23:  Palm Sunday Vigil Mass at 5pm
March 24:  Palm Sunday Mass at 9am
March 24:  Palm Sunday Mass at 11am - Ordinariate
March 25 - 27:  Weekday Mass at 8am
March 26: Chrism Mass at 11am at the Cathedral
March 28:  Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s   

     Supper at 7pm – Monsignor Droze
March 29:  Good Friday Live Stations of the Cross at
      12 noon – St. Mary’s Youth
March 29:  Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion - Good Friday 

    Services at 3pm – Father Allen – Ordinariate
March 30:  Blessing of Easter Baskets at 10am
March 30:  Easter Vigil in the Holy Night Mass at 8pm 

    Father Allen - Ordinariate
March 31:  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection Mass at 9am 
March 31:  Easter Sunday of the Resurrection Mass at 

    11am - Ordinariate

Volunteer Ministry 
Opportunities

This week we are seeking volunteers for the 
Finance Committee. A sign up sheet is in 
the Parish Hall, as are sign-up sheets for 
many other ministries.

Adoration –Reconciliation
Stations of the Cross

On Fridays in Lent please join us for Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament and confessions from 4:30pm – 
5:30pm, followed by Stations of the Cross at 5:30pm.

Lenten Fish Fry
Following Stations of the Cross on Friday, 
March 22nd, there will be a Lenten Fish Fry 
at 6:00pm at St. Mary's Parish Hall. 
Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus, 
Council 704.
More information to follow.

mailto:office@sma.church


Saint Mary's Youth Ministry Events
High School Youth Group:  High School Youth 
Group does not meet this weekend, but will be 
meeting next Sunday, March 17th, from 6:00pm - 
8:00pm at Saint Joseph's, where we will be doing a 
Life Skills Night on Relationships. All 9th- 
12th grade are invited!
Middle School Youth:  St. Mary's youth are invited 
to St. Joseph’s for middle school youth nights 
every other Thursday at St. Joseph's! Our next 
meeting is March 21st from 6:00pm - 8:15pm, 
where we will be watching the movie "Spiderman-
Into the Spider Verse" (PG)!

Molly Pereda, Youth Minister
806.341.7127 

mandorfer@charlestondiocese.org
Instagram: @saintmarychasym

Parking Code
For free parking in the city garage during Sunday 
Mass, please scan this barcode in the parking kiosk.

Charleston Catholic School
Our school Annual Auction is only a few weeks 
away. Come join us for a fun night of food, 
drinks, and music on April 16th 6:00pm – 
10:00pm. Bid on some great items, travel options, 
and other experiences to support our school and 
teachers.

Visit www.charlestoncatholic.com for tickets

March 10, 2024: The Third Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday)

Spiritual Reflection 
- From a sermon by St. Leo the Great, pope

In John’s gospel the Lord says: By this love you have for 
one another, everyone will know you are my disciples. In a 
letter by John we read: My dear people, let us love one 
another since love comes from God and everyone who loves is 
begotten by God and knows God. Anyone who fails to love 
can never have known God, because God is love.
So the faithful should look into themselves and 
carefully examine their minds and the impulses of their 
hearts. If they find some of the fruits of love stored in 
their hearts then they must not doubt God’s presence 
within them, but to make themselves more and more 
able to receive so great a guest they should do more 
and more works of durable mercy and kindness. After 
all, if God is love, charity should know no limit, for 
God himself cannot be confined within limits.

What is the appropriate time for performing works of 
charity? My beloved children, any time is the right 
time, but these days of Lent provide a special 
encouragement. Those who want to be present at the 
Lord’s Passover in holiness of mind and body should 
seek above all to win this grace. Charity contains all 
other virtues and covers a multitude of sins.

As we prepare to celebrate that greatest of all 
mysteries, by which the blood of Jesus Christ destroyed 
our sins, let us first of all make ready the sacrificial 
offerings — that is, our works of mercy. What God in 
his goodness has already given to us, let us give to 
those who have sinned against us.

And to the poor also, and to those who are afflicted in 
various ways, let us show a more open-handed 
generosity so that God may be thanked through many 
voices and the needy may be fed as a result of our 
fasting. No act of devotion on the part of the faithful 
gives God more pleasure than the support that is 
lavished on his poor. Where God finds charity with its 
loving concern, there he recognizes the reflection of his 
own fatherly care.

Do not be put off giving by a lack of resources. A 
generous spirit is itself great wealth, and there can be 
no shortage of material for generosity where it is Christ 
who feeds and Christ who is fed. His hand is present in 
all this activity: his hand, which multiplies the bread by 
breaking it and increases it by giving it away.
When you give alms, do not be anxious but full of 
happiness. The greatest treasure will go to the one who 
has kept the least for himself. The holy apostle Paul 
tells us: He who provides seed for the sower will give bread 
for food, provide you with more seed, and increase the harvest 
of your goodness, in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Housebound?   Going into the 
Hospital? 

If you or your loved one would like to receive the 
Anointing of the Sick or Holy Eucharist, please 
contact Msgr. Droze at 843.834.7050 or Father 
Allen at 843.261.4188. Your contact is the only way 
we will know you are in need.

mailto:mandorfer@charlestondiocese.org
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Saint Mary of the Annunciation

Ministry Schedule

Upcoming Events
Catholic Relief Services. The Second Collection this week (March 9 - 10) is for Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS) to enact the mission of the Bishops of the United States to serve those in need overseas 
and here at home. CRS provides support and resources in emergencies, to fight disease and poverty, 
and works to show the face of Christ to the most vulnerable and impoverished among us. 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  Everyone, Irish or not, is invited to join the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the Knights of Columbus and the South Carolina Irish 
Historical Society in celebrating a family-friendly St. Patrick's Day on Saturday March 16th.  Festivities 
begin at 8:00am with Mass at St. Patrick's Church, 134 St. Philip Street.  The Parade begins at 10:00am at 
King & Radcliffe Streets then proceeding down King Street and ending at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Baptist.  For more information please contact finnegan5@bellsouth.net 
Website: https://charlestonstpatrickdayparade.wordpress.com

Rachel's Vineyard Retreat for Post Abortion Healing is a supportive, confidential, nonjudgmental 
weekend retreat for women and men who have had an abortion. On the retreat you can find peace, love, 
mercy and forgiveness and also strengthen your relationship with God. The next retreat in South 
Carolina is: April 19-21 in the Fort Mill area (English) For more information or registration, please 
contact at Christy 803 554 6088 or Kathy 803 546 6010; or at  Grace4healing@gmail.com or 
rachelsvineyard.org.

mailto:finnegan5@bellsouth.net
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Contact Information
Rev. Monsignor D. Anthony Droze, V.G.  Pastor
843.834.7050   pastor@sma.church
Rev. Patrick S. Allen  Parochial Vicar
843.261.4188   vicar@sma.church
Deacon Paul Rosenblum  
843.822.3572   deacon@sma.church
Deacon David Wagner
847.902-6258   davew@charlestondiocese.org
Larry Long   Organist/Choir Master:  
843.813.3631   music@sma.church
Joan Smith Church Secretary
843.722.7696   office@sma.church
Molly Pereda  Youth Minister
806.341.7127   mandorfer@charlestondiocese.org
Peggy Bachofner   Faith Formation Coordinator
              formation@sma.church
Rosemarie Dykeman  Office Manager
843.722.7696   rdykeman@charlestondiocese.org

After Hours Emergency Number: 
843.834.7050

For help with food, electric & water bills, medical & 
prescription costs, rent, transportation, and clothing.

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
843.727.1577

Baptisms
To have your child baptized, please call the Parish 
Office at 843.722.7696. Please call before the birth of 
your child.

The Sacrament of
Holy Matrimony

The Wedding Policy Booklet may be found on our 
website: sma.church/wedding-policy. Contact the Parish 
Office for more information, office@sma.church or 
843.722.7696. For Marriage Preparation / Request 
information please contact Angelia Grech at 
grechj@comcast.net.

Altar Flowers
Would you like to celebrate a special event or honor the 
memory of a loved one by sponsoring the Sunday flower 
arrangements? There are two arrangements in the 
sanctuary. Each arrangement sponsorship is $75. Unless 
you prefer anonymity, your gift will be noted in the 
weekend bulletin. To make a request, please visit 
sma.church/forms.html, download and print the form, 
and mail it to the Parish Office, with your check payable 
to the Parish. If you wish to learn which weekends are 
available, please call the Parish Office at 843.722.7696. 
Thank you for your gift of beauty to our Masses.

Offertory Option
Giving online is easy and allows you to schedule 
contributions and view your complete online giving 
history. To do so, visit sma.church/online-giving.html. 

Offertory Report

We are planning the next phase of restoring the 
church ceiling paintings. To learn more and to 
pledge or make a donation online, please visit 
sma.church and click on the “Bicentennial 
Campaign.” Thank you to all who have made 
pledges. You have helped make all this possible.

Saint Mary of the Annunciation, pray for us!

Second Collection
The second collection for this week is for Catholic 
Relief Services.   Next week, the second collection will 
be for our Building and Renovation Fund. Many 
thanks for your continued support!

Bicentennial Campaign
Total Raised:   $3,154,996.68
Current Amount Collected: $2,737,607.13
Fulfillment Rate:         87%
Still To Be Collected:     $417,389.55
Number of Donors:   170
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